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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:   , 


March  7,  1958 
Letter  Wo.  8ll 


In  his  address  at  Minneapolis  Monday,  Secretary  Benson  paid  a  fine 
tribute  to  the  tremendous  achievements  of  American  farmers.    He  said:  "Never 
in  history  have  so  many  depended  on  so  few  to  feed  and  clothe  us  so  well." 
He  pointed  out  that  one  farm  worker  on  the  average  is  producing  food  and 
fiber  for  himself  and  20  others.    With  7,000  more  mouths  to  feed  every  day 
the  farmer  will  shortly  feed  himself  and  25  others.    U.S.  farmers  have 
accomplished  this  remarkable  job  only  by  the  aggregate  effects  of  education, 
research,  machines,  plant  food,  specialized  mixed  feeds,  better  seed  and 
soil  added  to  their  own  labors.    The  Secretary  explained  that  farmers  of  the 
U.S.  are  the  most  efficient  in  the  world.    With  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
world's  population,  these  people  are  producing  two-fifths  to  one-half  of  the 
world's  production  of  eggs,  red  meat,  and  milk.    Their  productive  ability  is 
the  major  factor  enabling  American  consumers  to  have  the  best  diet  in  the 
world  and  to  spend  a  smaller  percentage  of  their  income  for  food  than  in  most 
countries. 

Joint  Farmer- Sportsman  Wildlife  Interest 

SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  reported  before  the  23rd  Worth  American  Wildlife 
Conference,  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  objectives  and  accompli  shine nts  in  soil  and 
water  conservation,  and  discussed  their  relationship  to  wildlife.  He 
declared  that  the  time  is  right  for  sportsmen  and  wildlife  organizations  to 
join  with  soil  conservation  districts  to  work  together  to  benefit  all  land 
resources  and  all  uses  of  such  resources.    He  pointed  out  that  the  soil  conserva- 
tion districts  now  include  93  percent  of  all  the  farms  and  ranches  of  the 
country  and  about  88  percent  of  the  farmland.     Speaking  for  the  SCS,  Adm'r 
Williams  said  that  it  will  continue  to  deal  with  wildlife  as  an  inseparable 
part  of  the  inter-related  community  on  all  land.     It  will  further  encourage 
the  farmers  and  ranchers  it  helps  to  make  wildlife  improvements  as  conserva- 
tion works  are  carried  forward.    He  insisted  we  can  have  productive  farms  and 
plenty  of  wildlife  -  at  the  same  time. 

Another  State  Free  of  Brucellosis 


The  first  state  this  year  to  become  "Modif ied-Certified  Brucellosis  Free" 
is  Rhode  Island.     Puerto  Rico  and  the  nine  States  of  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Maine,  Minnesota,  Wew  Hampshire,  Worth  Carolina,  Vermont,  Washington,  and 
Wisconsin  were  already  certified.    By  the  first  of  July,  the  Federal-State 
brucellosis  eradication  people  hope  to  have  16  States  in  that  status. 
Brucellosis  is  one  of  the  costliest  livestock  diseases  in  the  country,  but 
there  is  real  encouragement  about  the  progress  being  made  in  bringing  it  down. 
In  '3^,  when  the  eradication  program  started,  11  percent  of  the  cattle  tested 
were  infected,  now  only  a  little  over  l|-  percent. 
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Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Reports 

George  Biggar,  WLBK,  DeKalb,  111.,  reports  they  aired  l6  announcements, 
Jan.  30 >  31 ,  and  Feb.  1,  calling  attention  to  the  Day  and  the  service  "by  "broad- 
casting stations  to  agriculture.    Also  FBD  messages  from  farm  organizations  and 

gov't  officials,  plus  a  special  Salute  to  the  Day  by  local  big  wigs  

Cal  Karnstedt,  KSTP,  Minneapolis,  made  a  typical  RFD  in-the-field  tape  recording 
with  a  farmer  which  was  featured  on  HBC  Monitor  as  a  salute  to  FBD  Feb.  1.  .  .  . 
Bill  Willis,  Va.  Dep't  of  Ag.  reports  they  had  their  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
make  a  special  TV  salute  to  FBD  filmed  at  WRVA-TV,  Richmond,  and  used  twice 
there ,  then  sent  to  USLS-TV,  Roanoke,  and  by  them  to  USVA-TV,  Harrisonburg. 
Liberal  use  of  zoom  shots  made  it  a  right  nice  little  package.    Bill  says  they 
were  a  little  late  getting  their  show  made,  or  they  wotild  have  sent  it  to  all 
the  TV  stations  over  the  state.     (To  be  continued) 

Forecast  Fewer  Cows  but  Bigger  Herds 

In  its  dairy  situation  report  released  today,  AMS  predicts  a  further 
decline  in  the  number  of  milk  cows  likely  this  year.     Its  dairy  specialists 
expect  the  average  size  of  herd  to  increase.    They  say  production  per  cow  will 
continue  to  rise  as  farmers  improve  their  stock,  use  higher  quality  roughages, 
and  feed  more  concentrate  feeds.    They  estimate  that  0:2  the  first  of  Feb.  U.S. 
average  production  per  cow  was  5  percent  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  25  percent 
above  the  10-year  average  for  that  time  of  the  year.    All  regions  of  the 
country  reported  a  new  record  high  for  that  date.    Last  year  U.S.  milk  produc- 
tion set  a  new  record  for  the  fifth  year  in  a  row,  while  the  number  of  milk  cows 
went  down  2  percent,  the  twelfth  decrease  in  the  last  13  years.    Production  per 
cow  in  '57  rose  to  a  new  high.    The  number  of  farms  keeping  milk  cows  continues 
to  fall  off. 

Conservation  Reserve  Sign-Up  Deadline  April  15 

Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  beginning  in  195$,  and  running 
for  3;  5>  or  10  years  will  be  available  to  farmers  through  the  deadline  April 
15.    You  can  get  details  of  this  program  from  your  county  ASC  committee.  A 
survey  made  in  Maine,  Wisconsin,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  South  Dakota,  and 
Oregon  shows  many  farmers  using  the  Conservation  Reserve  to  get  fields  not  well 
adapted  for  cultivation  shifted  to  permanent  cover.    Some  operators  of  big  farms 
are  using  the  program  to  cut  down  the  size  of  their  farming  operations  and  need 
for  hired  labor.    Others  are  reducing  the  size  of  farming  operations  because  of 
health,  age  or  other  reasons. 

Prospective  Plantings  for  1958 

March  18,  the  Department's  Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service  will 
report  farmers  plans  to  plant.    You  can  get  a  copy  from  your  State  agricultural 
statistician.     It  will  show  you  how  many  acres  farmers  intended  to  plant  about 
March  1  to  corn,  spring  wheat,  oats,  barley,  flaxseed,  rice,  sorghums,  potatoes, 
sweetpotatces,  tobacco,  dry  beans  and  peas,  soybeans,  hay,  and  sugar  beets. 
These  16  principal  spring-sown  crops  account  in  a  normal  year  for  75  "to  80 
percent  of  all  crops  grown  in  this  country.    This  report  is  issued  early  enough 
so  farmers  can  change  their  own  planting  plans,  after  reading  it,  if  they  decide 
it  would  be  wise  to  do  so.    The  figures  are  estimated  from  sample  returns  from 
about  o0,000  post-card- reports  by  farm  men  and  women  throughout  the  country. 
In  more  than  35  years  that  this  report  has  been  issued,  many  farmers  have  found 
it  a  first-rate  guide  to  the  general  trend  in  crop  acreage  each  year. 
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In  the  Public  Interest 

The  Baltimore  conference  on  local  public  service  programming,  given  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University  this  week  under  auspices  of  the  Westinghouse  Broadcasting 
Company  "brought  together  invited  radio  and  television  programmers  from  stations 
across  the  country  and  some  of  the  top  programming  minds  of  the  industry.  It 
was  the  second  such  conference,  following  last  year's  in  Boston.    While  neither 
conference  has  dealt  with  agricultural  programming,  much  of  the  intelligence 
heard  this  week  is  easily  transposable  in  principle  to  farm  and  home  broad- 
casting.   Midway  in  the  four-day  Baltimore  sessions,  as  this  is  written,  five 
things  stand  out  in  our  mind: 

1.  There  is  no  audience  until  the  broadcast  medium  offers  something  to 
attract  one.     If  it  is  good  enough,  and  available,  there  will  be  an  audience. 

2.  Ue  need  to  understand  our  audience  —  that  is,  understand  people.  The 
best  program  planners  and  broadcasters  are  in  touch  with  the  people,  or  at 
least  the  KIND  of  people,  they're  broadcasting  to.    It  strikes  us  that  good 
farm  broadcasters  ccme  nearer  doing  this  than  any  others. 

3.  The  legal  right  to  editorialize  on  the  air,  which  the  industry  has  had 
since  19^8  but  which  is  mostly  unused,  is  now  being  used  by  some  stations, 
mostly  radio.    All  are  clearly  identified  as  editorials.    Most  of  the  aired 
editorials,  especially  on  radio,  are  less  than  two  minutes  and  may  be  broadcast 
at  station  breaks,  even  repeated.    Though  seme  get  into  the  areas  of  court 
decisions  and  the  actions  of  public  officials,  most  deal  with  public  health, 
highways,  civic  improvements,  etc.     One  TV  station  in  San  Francisco  is  up  to 
its  antenna  in  a  controversial  drive  to  get  enabling  legislation  for  a  new 
public  transit  system,  and  another  in  Miami  dees  daily  TV  editorials  following 
a  newscast. 

k.    The  function  of  the  disc  jockey  in  public  service  broadcasting  came 
in  for  a  lively  session,  while,  concurrently,  a  large  gathering  of  dj's  was 
taking  place  in  Kansas  City.     Some  dj's  we  met  at  Ealtimore  indicated  an 
interest  in  having  more  farm  and  consumer  material  to  integrate  into  their 
patter  between  tunes.    Some  of  the  farm  broadcasters  we  know  do  provide  short 
bits  to  the  dj's  on  their  stations.    We'd  like  to  hear  how  this  is  working  out. 

5.    Most  speakers  and  panelists  at  the  conference  agreed  that  the  vast 
American  public  has  a  taste,  whether  it  recognizes  it  or  not,  for  more  informa- 
tion on  nearly  every  subject,  and  we  don't  mean  just  news.    Also,  that  maybe 
it's  better  to  dangle  the  carrot  a  few  inches  in  front  of  the  horse's  nose 
instead  of  stuffing  it  into  his  mouth.    The  broadcast  media  can  be,  and  are, 
effective  stimuli  for  greater  self -education. 

Yellow  Dwarf  Can  Ruin  Soybeans 

USDA  scientists  warn  that  "yellow  dwarf"  disease  can  destroy  entire  fields 
of  soybeans.    This  disease  is  caused  by  hordes  of  soybean  cyst  nematodes  on 
the  roots  of  plants.    The  specialists  advise  growers  to  plant  known  infested 
fields  to  other  than  host  crops,  and  to  use  sanitary  measures  that  stop  move- 
ment of  infested  soil  from  field  to  field.    Before  long  the  experts  hope  to 
develop  efficient  control  methods  and.  nematode-resistant  soybean  varieties, 
but  none  are  yet  available. 

Breakfast  Curriculum 

The  success  of  "Sunrise  Semester"  daily  at  6:30  to  7  a.m.  on  WCBS-TV,  New 
York,  wherein  171  viewers  of  an  estimated  125,000  actually  paid  $75  to  enroll 
for  NYU  credit  in  a  literature  course,  makes  us  think  the  right  teacher  (maybe 
yourself)  could  put  across  an  interesting  series  on  land  management  for  widows 
and  absentee  owners. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Doc  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  is  planning  to  lead  a  Texas  Ranch  and  Farm 
Agricultural  Tour  of  Europe  June  10  to  July  19 .  .  .  .Jim  Anderson,  Ext.  TV 
specialist  at  N.C.  State  Coll. ,  Raleigh,  was  a  welcome  visitor  here  last 
Friday,  enroute  home  from  a  ski  vacation  in  New  England.    Genial  Jim  was  Ext. 
Forester  "before  taking  over  the  daily  farm  TV  program  on  WUNC-TV  when  Hank 
Wilkinson  moved  to  radio  about  a  year  ago.    Good  TV  timber,  we'd  say.  .  .  . 
After  a  fine  start  as  farm  director  of  KUIK,  Hillsboro,  Ore.,  a  month  ago, 
Wallace  Kadderly  writes  that  he  has  left  the  station  after  new  ownership  took 
over  last  week.    Wallace  retired,  last  year  after  7  years  work  overseas  in  agri- 
cultural information  climaxed  a  long  career  in  farm  "broadcasting  which  started 
at  KOAC,  Ore.  St.  Coll.,  and  included  a  wartime  stint  as  chief  of  radio  at 
USDA,  then  farm  directorship  at  KGW,  Portland.    No  rocking  chair  man,  still 
full  of  zip  and  a  yen  to  do  farm  "broadcasting,  he's  looking  for  a  new  spot 
near  home.    Meanwhile  his  address  is  Apt.  217,  Vista  St.  Clair,  1000  S.W. 
Vista  Ave.,  Portland,  Ore.    Good  luck,  Wallace. 

Headed  Right  into  the  Nets  March  10-1$ 

"You  Ought  to  Know  -  Dr.  Sterling  Hendricks"  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations, 
weekend  of  March  15.     (a  personality  story  on  a  top  scientist.) 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  Sat.  a.m.  9:30  to  9:^5.    March  15. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness"  evenings  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on 
NBC.    Check  your  local  listings  for  time.    March  10-lU. 

Electric  Power  People  Working  on  Farm"  on  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour, 
12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  on  NBC  Sat.  March  15- 

"Federal  Seed  Act  with  Walter  Davidson"    on  American  Farmer,  12:30  to 
12:55  P.m.  over  ABN,  Sat.  March  15 . 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  March  13:  Know  Your  Soil"  and  "Pest  Control". 

For  Recording  on  Your  Tape 

23Q33    "Progress  in  the  Great  Plains  Program"  Jack  Towers  reports.    TIME:  1:50 

21+Q38    "Agricultural  Research  Highlights"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  reports  progress 
against  "brucellosis,  a  new  cure  for  'sore  head'  in  sheep,  and  the  soy- 
bean cyst  nematode  situation.  TIME:  2:30 

25038  "A  Top  k-E  Member  Speaks"  -  Clyde  Templeton,  N.C.  girl  national  leadership 
winner,  gives  younger  ^-H'ers  a  few  tips.  TIME:  1:59 

26038    "Venezuela  Wants  U.S.  Cattle"  -  Venezuela's  Minister  of  Agriculture  tells 
U.S.  Ag.  Attache  Ray  Ogg  in  Caracas,  plans  to  "buy  breeding  stock.  3:05 

Joint  Operation:  Back  into  dry- dock  Monday  goes  Roy  Battles,  ass't  to  National 
Grange  Master  here,  for  another  hip- joint  replacement  resulting  from  an  old 
football  injury.     Ex-NATRFD  prexy,  ex-RFD  at  WLW,  Cincinnati,  Roy  had  one  hip 
mechanized  three  years  ago.     He'll  be  at  Georgetown  University  Hospital,  Wash. 
D.  C,  for  a  couple  of  weeks  to  complete  the  job.    Keep  the  oil  can  handy,  Roy. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Eeaty,  Chief 
&  Television 


Radio 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Tear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  lU,  19  58 
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That  Crocus  Maximus  of  all  spring  farm  reports ,  the  one  on  "Farmers  Inten- 
tions to  Plant"  will  come  up  next  Tuesday.  Keep  an  eye  out  for  it.  Meanwhile, 
other  well- recognized  signs  of  spring  have  begun  to  appear.  The  Crop  Reporting 
Board  has  turned  its  weather  eye  on  the  country,  and  finds  it  is  still  too  cold 
and  wet  for  good  early  crop  growth  in  the  Southeastern  and  South  Central  States. 
Elsewhere,  the  Board  says  prospects  seem  generally  favorable  for  a  food  outturn. 

Maine  Bids  Accepted  in  Trial  Program 

Today  Secretary  Benson  announced  the  Eepartment  is  accepting  the  bids  of 
35^-  °f  the  some  1,^+00  Maine  farmers  who  offered  to  rent  their  entire  eligible 
cropland  to  the  Government  for  5  or  10  years.    As  you  may  recall,  Maine  was  one 
of  four  States  where  this  plan  was  tried  out.     In  the  other  three  States: 
Illinois,  Nebraska,  and  Tennessee,  the  per-acre  rates  of  annual  payments  farmers 
said  they  would  accept  were  generally  too  high  to  make  it  practical  to  accept 
any  of  them.     Since  the  State  average  payment  rate  at  which  the  Department  could 
accept  about  a  fourth  of  the  Maine  bids  was  not  too  much  greater  than  that  avail- 
able to  farmers  under  the  regular  Conservation  Reserve  program,  the  Secretary 
felt  justified  in  accepting  the  offers  by  Maine  farmers  totaling  20,273  acres. 
Within  a  few  days,  Maine  farmers  who  filed  bids  will  be  notified  whether  their 
bids  have  been  accepted  or  rejected.    Farmers  whose  bids  are  not  accepted  can 
still  put  land  in  the  regular  Conservation  Reserve  Program  for  1958  before  it 
closes  on  April  15. 

Early  Spring  Lamb  Crop  Increase 

In  general,  weather  and  feed  conditions  have  proved  favorable  for  the  early 
lamb  crop  except  in  the  Southeastern  States.     In  reviewing  the  wool  situation, 
the  Crop  Board  says  sheep  numbers  and  shorn  wool  production  seem  to  be  increas- 
ing.    In  the  Western  States  sheep  numbers  last  year  increased  for  the  first  time 
in  six  years,  mainly  because  of  better  range  conditions.     The  number  of  stock 
sheep  Jan.  1  was  3  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  since  '53  so 
the  shorn  wool  clip  is  likely  to  prove  a  little  larger  in  '58  than  last  year 
.   .   .   .The  22  States  which  produce  nine-tenths  of  the  Nation's  broilers,  pro- 
duced more  last  year  than  ever  before,  1,295  million  birds.   .   .Farmers  haven't 
yet  swung  to  buying  all  their  meat  "in  town"  as  they  now  do  so  many  other  foods 
and  services.     Sorre  farm  families  now  both  own  a  freezer  and  rent  a  locker. 
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Good  Neighbors 

A  recent  visitor  to  this  country  from  Brazil  learned  about  Americans  in  an 
unexpected  way.    Pedro  Mallet  Lima,  a  motion  picture  man  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  in  Rio  de  Janeiro ,  was  one  of  those  led  around  the  country  by  Wallace 
Kadderly  last  fall  on  an  ICA- sponsored  farm  press  and  radio  study  tour,  managed 
by  Roberta  Clark  of  the  FAS. 

While  visiting  Bob  Miller  at  WLW,  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Lima  unfortunately  suffered 
a  heart  attack  which  hospitalized  him  for  a  week  or  so.    Bob  mentioned  this  on 
his  farm  show  and  in  less  than  a  week  over  two  thousand  letters  poured  in  to 
Mr.  Lima  from  sympathetic  listeners,  wishing  him  an  early  recovery,  etc. 

Mr.  Lima  writes  "I  had  personal  proof  of  radio's  great  value  All  this 

happened  because  Bob  Miller's  program  is  regarded  by  everybody  as  a  program  of 
great  prestige  not  only  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  people  that  listen  but  the 
wonderful  manner  of  giving  out  advice  and  knowledge."    Another  star  in  NATRFD 
prexy  Miller's  crown. 

NBC  Appreciates  NATRFD 

By  resolution  of  its  Board  of  Directors,  the  National  Dairy  Council  has 
expressed  its  appreciation  to  members  of  the  National  Association  of  Television 
and  Radio  Farm  Directors  for  their  significant  help  in  reporting  information  of 
importance  to  all  engaged  in  the  production,  processing  and  distribution  of  milk 
and  milk  products. 

Moo-Moo  Here  and  Moo-Moo  There 

Next  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  two  planes  carrying  38  head  of  purebred  U.S.  dairy 
cattle  will  take  off  from  Madison,  Wis.  for  Colombia  whose  cattlemen  have  bought 
as  many  as  3,000  head  of  U.S.  dairy  cattle  a  year,  want  more.     Colombia  is  short 
on  dollars,  but  now  her  cattlemen  have  hit  on  this  scheme  of  jumping  over  ex- 
change difficulties.    These  cattle  will  be  auctioned  at  the  annual  Medellin 
Livestock  Fair,  March  27-30.    The  U.S.  breeders  will  visit  Colombia  as  tourists 
and  pay  their  way  with  the  purebred  breeding  stock. 

Farm  Broadcast  Day  Mechanized 

Alvin  Bauer,  MGR.  KBZY,  Salem,  Ore.,  reports  their  big  Farm-o-Rama  machine 
and  equipment  exhibit,  celebrating  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  was  such  a  success 
they  certainly  plan  to  repeat  it  next  year.    The  Station  provided  everything 
including  "chuck  wagon"  lunch  at  the  display.    The  exhibitors  were  concerned  only 
with  getting  their  exhibits  in  to  the  show  and  manning  them  at  the  show.    Al  says 
this  is  one  way  to  "beef  up"  the  radio  revenue  during  Feb.  and  at  the  same  time 
make  available  an  ideal  opportunity  for  the  exhibitors.     He  estimated  over  2,000 
farmers  attended  the  show,  held  at  the  Oregon  State  Fairgrounds,  Sat.  Feb.  15 • 

Farmers'  Day  Mechanized  Too 

With  the  smallest  farm  employment  on  record  for  February,  30  percent  less 
than  ten  years  ago,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  points  out  the  long  time  trend. 
Since  1935  we've  had  a  i(-0-percent  decline  in  labor  used  on  U.S.  farms.     As  farms 
became  more  mechanized,  the  average  U.S.  farm  worker  became  more  productive. 
Farms  became  larger,  their  number  decreased.    With  these  changes,  came  less 
need  for  so  many  people  on  farms.    Migration  to  jobs  in  industry  increased.  The 
sharpest  declines  have  been  in  family  labor;  28  percent  fewer  family  workers 
compared,  with  only  19  percent  fewer  hired  workers  than  10  years  ago. 
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Mai  Looks  Twenty  Years  Ahead 

Mai  Hansen,  WOT  J,  Omaha ,  sees  new  farm  operators,  75  to  80  percent  of  them 
college  graduates  20  years  from  now,  directing  their  atomic  tractors  by  radio, 
and  checking  on  the  hired  man  in  the  furthermost  field  by  TV  cameras.    These  are 
just  a  few  of  the  things  he  mentioned  in  his  economic  crystal  gazing  last  week 
at  the  10th  annual  National  Pasture-Forage-Livestock  Conference.    Mai  predicted 
many  new  discoveries  in  the  field  of  soil  fertilization,  with  many  crop  rotations 
disappearing,  even  more  emphasis  on  commercial  fertilizers,  with  seed  corn 
planted  in  a  tape  that  may  include  fertilizer,  fungicide,  and  maybe  a  herbicide. 

Ten  Years  with  Television 

Leo  Geier,  formerly  here  with  USDA  R£;TV,  now  assistant  director  of  public 
relations  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  Baltimore,  is  currently  our  favorite 
author.    Sunday,  March  9,  Johns  Hopkins  passed  its  tenth  birthday  on  television. 
Leo  lights  the  candles  in  a  little  book  which  shows  how  JH  managed  to  make 
science  so  remarkably  fascinating  first  in  "TV's  Shoestring  Surprise",  the  now 
famous  "Johns  Hopkins  Science  Review",  then  in  "Tomorrow's  Careers",  and  more 
recently  in  'Johns  Hopkins  File  7".    He  makes  it  clear  that  JH  television  is 
almost  synonymous  with  the  name  of  Lynn  Poole.    But  he  insists  it  was  the  three- 
way  combination  WMAR-TV,  WAAM,  and  WJZ-TV;  CBS,  DuMont,  and  ABC ;  and  Hopkins, 
which  made  possible  its  more  than  20  national  awards  and  international  recogni- 
tion.   He  tells  of  the  practical  problems  in  operating  on  faith  without  funds, 
and  what  Lynn  Poole  and  his  assistants  did  to  solve  the  problems.    He  discusses 
the  delicate  problem  of  maintaining  academic  dignity  for  the  eminent  scientist 
while  offering  enough  showmanship  to  make  the  program  interesting.    He  emphasizes 
the  importance  of  preparation  and  rehearsals.    Many  will  find  in  the  neatly  told 
experiences  of  JH  some  valuable  tips  for  their  own  productions.     Our  salutations, 
gentlemen. 

Why  Butler  Leads  U-H  Activity 

Now  having  on  our  board  a  picture  of  Ton  Oesterling,  WISR,  Butler,  Pa., 
interviewing  a  couple  of  Butler  County  k- H  girls,  we're  ready  to  accept  Don's 
claim  that  theirs  is  the  leading  ^-H  County  in  Pa.    He  says  they've  made  it  a 
practice  throughout  the  years  to  cooperate  with  Ext.  Service  with  about  15 
minutes  time  each  day.     During  National  4-H  Club  Week,  Don  ran  a  series  of  seven 
fifteen  minute  programs  covering  all  facets  of  h-E  Club  work  and  brought  in 
^-H'ers  from  various  clubs  in  the  county  to  help.    These  were  aired  between  7:15 
and  7:30,  and  every  hour  WISR  carried  messages  about  National  k-K  Club  Week  and 
the  theme  of  this  year's  celebration.    Don's  Morning  Farm  Program  is  a  daily  two- 
hour  feature,  including  complete  farm  market  information,  weather,  and  special 
recorded  interviews  -  some  of  which  we  can  testify  are  with  gorgeous  interviewees. 

Congratulations  to  New  NATRFD  Region  VIII  Officers  Jim  Todd,  KFI,  Los  Angeles, 
Chairman,  and  John  Mackenzie,  KBET-TV,  Sacramento,  vice-chairman.     States  in 
Region  8:     Calif.,  Ariz.,  Nev.  and  Utah.    Thanks  to  AMS  Stan  Livingstone  for 
representing  us  there.  .  .  .Delaware  Exp.  Station  and  USDA  this  week  announced 
results  of  their  survey  of  the  Delaware  broiler  raising  business.    The  survey 
shows  66  percent  of  the  broilers  produced  under  contract  with  feed  dealers. 
Contracting  dealers  themselves  produce  18  percent.     Non-contracting  dealers  who 
sell  little  or  no  feed,  10  percent.    Only  6  percent  of  the  broilers  were 
produced  by  independent  growers.    The  central  figure  is  the  feed  dealer  who 
contracts  with  growers.  .  .  .Through  March  J,  over  12  million  acres  of  "basic" 
crops  had  been  signed  for  the  Acreage  Reserve.     Corn,  cotton,  and  spring  wheat 
farmers  still  have  until  March  28  bo  cancel  or  adjust  downward  their  '58  offer- 
ings, so  the  figures  are  not  yet  final. 


'58  Meat  Type  Hog  Club  Contest 


George  Stephens ,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  reports  the  market  contest  his 
station  and  the  KC  Livestock  Market  Booster  Club  held  the  last  two  weeks  in  Feb. 
was  a  "big  success.    The  object  was  to  determine  who  could  most  accurately  predict 
the  highest  and  lowest  top  for  hog  prices  at  the  KC  market  during  that  time.  Of 
the  several  thousand  entries,  several  estimated  the  highest  and  lowest  correctly, 
but  were  off  at  least  10  cents  on  one  of  the  figures.    The  three  winners  were 
awarded  two  portable  TV  sets  and  a  radio.    This  was  just  one  feature  of  KCMO's 
efforts  to  help  expand  interest  in  producing  meat-type  hogs,  and  make  it  easier 
for  Ext.  to  carry  out  a  more  effective  general  swine  production  and  marketing 
program.    George  will  gladly  explain  the  details  of  their  Meat  Type  Hog  Club 
Contest  to  anybody  who  may  he  interested  in  sponsoring  such  a  contest. 

Net  Offerings  Week  of  March  17-22 

"Iowa  State  College's  100th  Anniversary'f  and  "USDA  Home  Feature"  in  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  on  BNC,  Sat.  March  22,  12  to  12:30  EST. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  by  Richard  Harkness"  as  locally  listed  Monday 
thru  Fri.  evenings,  on  NBC. 

"New  Farming  Ideas  Adapted  to  Old  Countries"  -  Harold  Vogel,  North  American 
regional  representative  of  FAO  tells  Hollis  Seavey  how  it  is  done,  on  Clear 
Channel  Stations,  March  22  weekend. 

"The  New  Poultry  Inspection  Law",  illustrated  with  ten  pictures,  is  the 
USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  March  33. 

"CBS  Farm  News,  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS,  Sat.  March  22,  9:30-9:^5  EST. 

"New  Series  on  Nutrition  -  No.  1  The  Psychology  of  Eating",  with  Evelyn 
Spindler,  Ext.  Dir.  of  Nu.,  in  American  Farmer  Program  on  ABN,  Sat.  March  22, 
12:30  to  12:55  p.m.  EST. 

New  Recordings  Waiting  Your  Tape 

27038      "Value  of  Farm  Exports"  -  Deputy  Ass't  Adm'r  Paul  Quint us,  FAS  tells 

what  they  mean  to  us  TIME:  2:07 

28Q38      "Guides  for  Vegetable  Growers"-  Ernie  Holcomb,  MS,  and  Jack  Towers 
discuss  acreage  marketing  guides  for  vegetables  for  processing. 

TIME:  3:02 

7A38        "Increasing  Good  Seed"  -  Carleton  Garrison,  head  of  the  Foundation 


P.S.      HATRED  Ex-Prexy  Roy  Battles  has  come  through  that  joint- job  nicely,  but 
for  a  week  or  so  yet  he  and  his  hip  will  be  pinned  down  in  Georgetown 
University  Hospital,  Washington,  D.C. 
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RFO  LETTER, 

To  Si] 

Radio  Farm  Directors  m^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  21,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  N0.813 

Secretary  Benson  celebrated  the  20th  anniversary  of  All-risk  Federal  Crop 
Insurance  this  week,  by  urging  more  farmers  to  avail  themselves  of  this,  and  other 
available  protections,  against  crop  disaster.    He  pointed  out  that  in  the  past 
twenty  years  Federal  Crop  Insurance  has  paid  nearly  half  a  billion  dollars  of 
indemnities.    Those  insurance  checks  have  enabled  many  farmers  to  survive  crop 
disasters.    Each  year  disaster  and  crop  losses  strike  thousands  of  farmers. 
Currently,  crop  insurance  is  offered  in  800  counties  on  wheat,  corn,  cotton, 
tobacco,  flax,  soybeans,  dry  edible  beans,  barley,  peaches,  citrus  fruit  and  a 
few  additional  crops  under  a  combination  policy.    The  Secretary  also  suggested 
farmers  on  high  risk  croplands,  farmers  who  are  old  or  in  poor  health,  or  who 
have  inefficient  acreages,  should  consider  putting  their  cropland  into  the  Conser- 
vation Reserve  before  the  final  sign-up  date,  April  15.    This  form  of  insurance  is 
available  to  farmers  growing  every  kind  of  field  crop  in  every  State. 

Farmers  "Intentions-to-Plant"Report 

By  a  slight  margin  farmers  plan  to  plant  the  smallest  total  acreage  in  over 
kO  years.    A  little  more  corn  and  spring  wheat  than  last  year.  Significantly 
fewer  acres  to  feed  grain.    Ten  percent  more  land  in  soybeans,  by  far  the  highest 
acreage  of  record.    Less  hay,  but  still  plenty  for  the  fewer  cattle  they'll  have 
to  feed.    Small  increases  for  rice,  potatoes,  dry  edible  beans,  and  sweet  potatoes. 
Small  reductions  likely  for  tobacco,  peanuts,  dry  peas  and  sugar  beets.    The  Crop 
Reporting  Board  says  that  as  usual,  early  March  crop  plans  on  many  farms  through- 
out the  country  are  not  definitely  fixed.    But  the  report  this'  week  gives  the  best 
indication  available  as  to  what  farmers  generally  plan  to  do.     It  may  help  some 
decide  what  adjustments  they  need  to  make  in  their  preliminary  plans.    Many  farmers 
for  example  had  not  finally  decided  how  many  acres  to  put  in  the  Soil  Bank  Acreage 
Reserve.    Upland  cotton,  corn,  and  spring  wheat  growers  who  have  offered  land  to 
the  Acreage  Reserve  have  through  March  28  to  decide  whether  to  withdraw  the 
offers  or  adjust  them  downward. 

Water  Conservation  Starts  on  Land 

The  world  may  have  plenty  of  water  but  what  really  counts,  is  where  it  is. 
Don  Williams,  SCS  Adm'r,  says  with  few  exceptions  all  of  us  have  to  live  with  the 
water  we  have  in  our  own  watershed  or  river  basin.    Water  problems  are,  first  of 
all,  local  problems.    They  are  tied  to  the  lands  that  make  up  our  fields  and 
pastures  and  forests  -  watershed  by  watershed,  state  by  state,  river  basin  by  river 
basin.    Together  they  make  up  our  increasingly  pressing  national  water  problems. 
Competition  is  increasing  year  by  year  for  our  water  supply  and  our  supply  of  good 
land,  for  farm,  city,  industrial,  and  recreational  uses.    Adm'r  Williams  points 
out  we  used  21  percent  more  water  in  '55  than  in  '50.    Four  times  as  much  in  '50 
as  in  1900,  while  our  population  doubled.    Our  water  needs  will  double  again  by 
1975*  while  population  is  expected  to  increase  hO  percent. 


TV  as  Seen  in  Alaska 


-2- 


Frank  Teuton,,  of  our  Agri-.Research  service,  just  back  from  his  "style- 
show'  presentation  of  new  uses  of  farm  products  in  Alaska,  reports  excellent 
reception,  both  personal  and  TV,  under  the  clear  skies  of  Alaska  and  the 
crackling  northern  lights.     He  presented  his  "medicine  show"  on  KIN.Y-TV, 
Juneau;    KFAR-TV,  Fairbanks;     and  both  KENI-TV  and  KTVA-TV  at  Anchorage.  He 
had  the  help  of  co-ed  models  from  the  University  of  Alaska  and  the  Palmer 
High  School.     He  says  the  County  Agents  have  regular  farm  and  home  programs 
on  the  Alaskan  radio  and  TV.     In  general,  the  stations  seem  to  use  about  half 
live  shows  and  half  Kinescopes  from  the  States.    Many  of  the  live  shows  are 
one-camera  jobs.    Besides  the  TV  appearances,  he  did  big  shows  at  the  University 
of  Alaska,  in  Fairbanks  and  for  the  Anchorage  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  to  an 
audience  of  1,500  to  2,000  at  the  High  School  at  Palmer,  where  the  Experiment 
Station  is  located.     Next  week  Frank  is  scheduled  for  showings  March  2^-27  at 
the  l+-day  rotating  National  Extension  Farm  and  Home  Week  Convention  at  Cornell 
Univ.     After  which,  he  goes  to  Fla.,  Ga.,  Hawaii,  and  back  to  West  Coast.  Pro- 
perly-sized local  co-eds  will  model  the  fashion  TV  shows  at  Jacksonville  and 
Honolulu.     It's  nice  work,  and  Frank  got  it. 
Any  Idea^  -  How  Glamorize  Nutrition? 

After  mulling  over  the  recent  National  Food  Conference  held  here  in 
February,  the  American  Dairy  Association  concludes  that  nobody  has  yet  devised 
the  right  glamor  treatment  for  nutrition  education.    The  Conference  indicated 
the  American  people  really  don't  know  very  much  about  good  nutrition.  These 
dairy  people  point  out  the  door  is  wide  open  for  anyone  to  come  up  with  a 
program  that  will  convert  nutrition  knowledge  into  action  at  the  family  level. 
Well,  we  know  a  few  good  cooks  who  are  successful  at  the  local  level. 

Who  Warns  on  Epidemics?  -  WHO-  DOES.' 

The  World  Health  Organization,  of  course.     It  is  celebrating  its  tenth 
birthday  -  World  Health  Day,  that  is  -  on  April  7-    When  it  was  organized 
ten  years  ago,  it  took  over  from  previous  existing  health  organizations  inter- 
national duties  on  epidemic  control,     quarantine  measures,  and  the  standardi- 
zation of  drugs  and  other  medicines.     Since  then  it  has  expanded  those 
activities.     It  now  runs  a  warning  service  by  daily  short-wave  radio.  When 
epidemic  desease  shows  up  anywhere  in  the  world,  it  informs  all  health  admini- 
strations, ports  and  airports.    But  it  is  not  only  telling  about  such  things, 
it  is  doing  something  about  them  itself  -  at  the  source.    Dr.  Fred  Soper, 
sanitary  director  of  WHO'S  Pan-American  region,  in  his  World  Health  Day 
message,  says  WHO  is  the  first  truly  global  international  health  agency  ever 
established. 

Profits  from  Range  Weed  Control 

That  was  the  theme  of  the  l6th  annual  Western  Weed  Control  Conference 
this  week  at  Spokane,  Washington.    Robert  Haas,  ARS  weed  specialist,  blamed 
badly  depleted  rangelands  for  much  of  the  fast  spreading  of  new  foreign  weeds 
on  western  ranges.      He  warned  that  new  aggressive  plants  that  have  few  natural 
enemies  in  this  country  spread  fast  and  the  situation  is  becoming  increasingly 

serious  Dr.  Dayton  Klingsman,  also  of  ARS,  contended  that  control  of 

sagebrush  on  the  2h  million  acres  adapted  to  spraying  could  bring  a  saving  of 
more  than  $U0  million  a  year.    He  measured  the  amount  by  the  benefit  by  the 
increase  in  forage  and  livestock  the  range  cleared  of  sagebrush  could  produce. 
He  cited  cost  figures  from  control  of  big  sagebrush  in  Oregon  and  Wyoming  to 
support  his  estimates.     Besides  the  actual  dollar  saving  possible,  such  control 
would  mean  better  forage,  better  range,  more  water  on  some  watershed  from  brush 
control,  and  more  ease  in  handling  livestock :.  on  range  freed  from  weeds  and 
brush. 
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New  Help  For  Farm  Housing  and  Storage 


This  week  USDA  extended  indefinitely  the  farm  storage  facility  and  mobile 
dryer  loan  programs  and  announced  a  plan  to  expand  farm  buildings  loans .  The 
extension  of  the  program  for  farm  storage  facilities  and  equipment  will  enable 
farmers  to  hold  their  grain  for  orderly  marketing  and  take  advantage  of  the 
price-support  programs.    They  must  have  adequate  storage  to  do  that,  and  right 
on  the  farm  is  usually  a  good  place  to  do  the  storing...  To  help  brace  the  economy 
with  more  employment  and  business  activity,  Secretary  Benson  has  directed  FHA 
and  CCC  to  broaden  their  programs  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  under  existing 
authorizations,  so  more  farm  people  can  get  farm  building  loans.    These  construc- 
tion, loans  will  help  farmers  repair,  alter,  modernize,  or  erect  new  dwellings, 
needed  grain  storage  facilities,  or  service  buildings  like  machine  sheds  and  barns. 

More  Pigs  in  Prospect  in  Corn  Belt 

This  spring  farmers  in  10  Corn  Belt  States  plan  to  have  6  percent  more 
sows  to  farrow  than  last  spring.    In  Ohio,  farmers  report  fewer  sows  to  farrow 
but  Indiana,  Nebraska,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  South  Dako- 
ta and  Kansas  expect  to  have  more,  ranging  from  3  percent  more  in  Indiana  to  lh 
percent  more  in  Nebraska.    All  States,  except  Ohio,  also  show  more  hogs  and  pigs 
the  first  of  this  March  than  a  year  earlier. 

Leopards  Can't  Change  Spots,  But  You  Can 

About  now  most  of  you  ought  to  be  getting  those  nine  spot  announcements  we 
sent  you  last  week  on  tape.    They  are  about  the  Conservation  Reserve  of  the  Soil 
Bank.    They'll  be  timely  through  April  15 .    That's  the  deadline  for  the  signing 
of  1958  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  by  farmers.    We  are  reminding  you  about 

them  so  you  can  keep  reminding  your  farmers  with  them.    Hope  they're  helpful  

Hope  to  meet  a  lot  of  you  in  Texas  and/or  Oklahoma  about  a  month  from  now.  "Doc" 
Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Chairman,  Region  6,  NATRFD,  has  invited  us  to  come  to  the  workshop 
at  Ft.  Worth  April  23rd  and  2^th,  and  to  be  at  the  Region  6  meeting  in 'Tulsa,  Okla, 
April  25th,  26th,  and  27th.    Am  looking  forward  to  it. 

Pennsylvania  Joins  Brucellosis -Free  States 

Tonight  at  Harrisburg  the  Pennsylvania  Brucellosis  Campaign  Committee 
celebrates  the  announcement  today  that  the  Keystone  State  is  now  Modified  Accredi- 
ted Brucellosis  Free,  as  of  March  13.    This  means  that  no  more  than  one  percent 
of  the  herds  are  brucelosis  infected.    Pennsylvania  is  the  eleventh  State  so 
classified.    Thirty-one  percent  of  the  counties  in  the  country  now  have  this 
rating.    Before  the  year  is  out,  the  USDA  and  cooperating  State  vets  hope  to 
make  that  51  percent.    Other  States  already  declared  Modified-Accredited-Brucello- 
sis-Free  are  R.I.,  Conn.,  Del.,  Maine,  Minn.,  N.H.,  N.C.,  Vt.,  Washington,  and 
Wisconsin. 

Market  Quotas  for  1959  Wheat  Crop 

This  afternoon  Secretary  Benson  proclaimed  market  quotas  on  the  1959  crop 
of  wheat;    proclaimed  a  national  wheat  acreage  allotment  of  55  million  acres  - 
the  minimum  permitted  by  law;    and  announced  the  State  shares  of  the  national 
allotment.    He  set  June  20  as  the  date  for  the  referendum,  to  determine  whether 
wheat  growers  approve  or  disapprove  of  quotas ;    and  announced  that  the  national 
minimum  support  price  will  be  declared  so  farmers  will  know  what  it  is  before 
the  referendum. 


For  Your  Program  on  Your  Tape 

29Q38         "Progress  in  Dairy  Herd  Improvement"  -  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick,  head  DHIA 
reports.  TIME:  1:50 

3OQ38        "Twenty  Years  of  Crop  Insurance"  -  Reviewed  "by  Frank  McCartney ,  Mgr.  FCIC 
'       ~  "  TIME:     2:20  1 

31038       "Crop  Acreage  May  be  Lowest  in  hO  Years"  -  Dick  Smith,  Acting  Chairman, 
Crop  Reporting  Board  summarizes  farmers  "Intentions  to  Plant"  i+:00 

8A38         "Canada  -  Good  Farm  Neighbor "  -  Fred  Rossiter,  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  in 

Toronto ,  points  out  what  she  "buys  from  us.  TIME:  2:00 

Headed  into  our  Nets  Week  March  2^-29 

"A  Program  to  Boost  Economy  with  Farm  Structure  Loans"  as  explained  on  ABNetvork 
American  Farmer,  Sat.  March  29,  12:30  to  12:55  p.m.  EST,  hy  FHA  Adrn'r  Kermit  Hansei 

"Cross-Country  Crop  and  Moisture  Roundup"  hy  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  on 
NBC,  Sat.  March  29,  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 

"CBS  Farm  Kegs  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS,  Sat.  March  29,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  hy  Richard  Harkness"  as  locally  listed  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

"Ag.  Trade  between  U.S.  and  Canada"  on  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  March  29- 

"Better  Crops  from  Better  Seed";  "Science  Fights  Livestock  Pests";  "Producing 
Your  Foundation  Seed"  pictured  in  three  USDA  TV  Packages  for  mailing  March  27- 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  -  and  Meetings 

This  year's  remaining  Regional  AAACE  meetings  will  play:    On  April  3-h,  the 
Southwest  Regional  AAACE  meeting  at  Fayetteville ,  Ark.;  on  April  13-15,  the 
Northeast  Regional  AAACE  meeting  at  Wilmington,  Tel.;  and  on  April  25-27  the 
Middle  West  Regional  AAACE  meeting  at  Gull  Lake,  Mich.   .   .   .Roy  Battles,  still 
abed  hut  apparently  doing  his  usual  full  time  70-hour  week  for  the  Grange^ 
anyway,  says  thanks  to  all  you  folks  who  sent  letters  and  get-well  cards  to  his 
hospital  room.     He  expects  to  go  home  this  weekend.   .   .   .Henry  Schacht,  KNBC, 
San  Francisco,  reports  the  Region  8,  NATRFD  meeting  at  Davis,  Calif.,  March  b, 
was  a  crackling  success  with  over  U-0  people  there.  .  .  . 

A  Request,  to  our  Friends  Abroad 

When  sending  us  films,  tapes  or  other  packaged  material  which  must  clear ^ the 
U.S.  Customs  here,  please  DO  NOT  address  the  package  to  me  or  any  other  individual 
as  that  means  the  addressee  must  go  personally  to  the  Customs  Office  to  claim  it. 
Rather,  please  address  the  package  to  the  Radio  and  Television  Service,  U-  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  marked  to  the  ATTENTION  OF  the 
individual  on  our  staff  most  directly  concerned.    This  will  permit  delivery  of 
the  package  to  this  office  -  a  small  item,  hut  getting  to  he  more  important  here. 
Thanks.    We  like  to  receive  things  from  you,  so  keep  sending  them. 


OCT  2- 1958 


Sincerely, 


9a  .^Tr^^^'5' 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief, 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 
Coming  up  this  ne: 


March  28,  1958 
Letter  No.  8l^ 


U.S.DtPARlMEHTOf  W*C0tWW^ 

regional  meetings  to  discuss  ways 
to  improve  farm  woodland  and  small  private  forests.     It's  an  outgrowth  of  the 
recent  meeting  here  of  the  regional  foresters  and  research  directors  of  the 
USDA's  Forest  Service,  in  which  they  went  over  our  timber  situation,  as  revealed 
by  the  findings  reported  this  weekend  in  the  final  Timber  Re  source  Review  for 
release  Sunday.    The  aim  is  to  speed  up  cooperation  between  private  owners  and 
State  and  Federal  governments  to  bring  private  woodlands  into  full  production. 
True,  farmers  and  others  lately  have  done  much  tree  planting,  fire  protection, 
management  improvement.    But  the  foresters  see  100  million  more  people  in  this 
country  in  the  next  forty  years  when  we'll  need  twice  as  much  timber  as  we're 
now  growing.     As  the  swift  seasons  roll,  you  can  count  on  more  emphasis  on 
timber  growing  on  the  farm  and  small  woodland  properties,  which  now  make  up 
over  half  the  commercial  forest  land  in  these  United  States.    The  foresters  regard 
this  as  a  substantial  opportunity  for  many  farmers  to  boost  their  income. 

The  713-page  ^review,, ''Timber  Resources  for  America's  Future"  wraps  up  in  all 
aspect/a  the  st-a'tvus  -  „f  our-  wood  -product-ion,  uses,  income,  throughout  the  country 
as  could  be  done.     It's  a  useful  reference  for  those  who  need  it.     A  separate 


summary  chapter  will  be  available  in  a  few  weeks, 
being  provided  with  the  book. 

New  Poultry  Inspection  May  Start  May  1 


Meanwhile,  libraries  are 


Our  poultry  marketing  specialists  report  they  are  busy  getting  ready  for 
the  start  of  the  new  "compulsory"  inspection  service  under  the  Poultry  Products 
Inspection  Act.     Approved  plants  may  get  the  new  service  as  early  as  May  1. 
The  specialists  say  it  is  going  to  take  close  cooperation  of  industry  and 
government  to  provide  the  new  service  to  all  plants  which  have  to  have  this 
inspection  by  the  first  of  next  year.    The  law  requires  that  all  poultry  moving 
in  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  be  inspected  for  wholesomeness  after  January  1, 
1959.    By  that  time,  the  specialists  expect  more  than  750  plants  will  be  opera- 
ting under  the  "compulsory"  service.     Last  month  1,356  plants  were  getting 
voluntary  poultry  inspection  and  nearly  three  hundred  more  had  applications 
pending. 

World's  Largest  Exporter  of  Farm  Products 

In  his  address  before  the  ITat'l  Conference  of  Organizations  on  International 
Trade  Policy  here  yesterday,  Sec.  Benson  pointed  out  that  the  output  of  one  out 
of  5  of  U.S.  harvested  acres  moved  abroad  during  fiscal  year  '57.     We  exported 
the  equivalent  of  over  half  our  wheat,  cotton,  and  rice  crops,  almost  half  of 
our  tallow;  over  one  third  of  our  soybean  production;  one -fourth  of  our  tobacco, 
one  fifth  of  our  lard,  and  about  one-tenth  of  our  fruit.     Our  agricultural  exports 
would  have  filled  800,000  freight  cars  and  3,600  cargo  ships.    The  United  States 
is  also  the  world's  second  largest  importer  of  farm  products. 
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New  Methods  for  Grading  Produce 

The  forthcoming  April  issue  of  USDA's  "Agricultural  Marketing"  indicates 
new  developments  are  in  the  making  for  grading  soybeans ,  tomatoes,  and  tobacco. 
The  specialists  see  promise  in  analyzing  the  amount  of  oil  in  a  finely  ground 
sample  of  soybeans  by  the  way  an  electric  current  flows  through  it.    They  think 
that  with  further  improvements  this  method  will  prove  simple  enough  for  use  by 
unskilled  workers  for  testing  soybeans  at  the  elevator.    They  say  it  could  help 
bring  the  price  paid  for  individual  lots  of  soybeans  a  lot  closer  to  the  actual 
value  of  the  beans .. .Other  market  researchers  report  rather  extensive  investiga- 
tion of  objective  measuring  of  the  color  of  raw  tomato  juice  by  photoelectric 
instruments .    They  say  that  some  day  such  a  method  may  supplement  or  replace 

present  subjective  grading  of  tomatoes  by  guesswork  and  the  human  eye  

To  classify  the  many  variations  of  kind  and  quality  of  tobacco  2,683  Federal 
tobacco  grades  have  been  developed  -  and  these  have  to  be  changed  from  time  to 
time.     Currently,  chemical  analyses  of  tobacco  are  being  made  by  a  number  of 
Federal,  State,  and  industry  laboratories.     In  the  future,  these  chemical  findings 
may  throw  more  light  on  how  the  various  grades  relate  to  the  commercial  use  of 
tobaccos . 

Farm  Day  Tillage  Skill  Contest 

On  the  Bill  Turney  farm  southwest  of  Dodge  City,  Kans . ,  KGKO  is  holding  a 
Farm  Day  April  19 .     Farm  goods  and  machinery  will  be  on  display,  and  the  big 
feature  will  be  a  series  of  Conservation  Tillage  Contests.    Expert  judges  will 
award  prize  money  for  special  skills  in  keeping  to  the  contour,  for  tilling  for 
uniform  surface  and  depth,  for  neatness  in  skipping  simulated  waterways  with 
tillage  implements,  neatness  of  the  tilled  ends  of  each  contestant Ls ' land,  and  for 
safety  in  operating  machines. 
Wildlife  in  the  Conservation  Reserve 

These  terms  are  not  as  contradictory  as  they  may  sound.     Sportsmen  and 
other  lovers  of  the  wild  can  meet  farmers  on  common  ground  at  the  Soil1 Bank.  The 
picture  leaflet  about  cover,  and  food,  wetlands  and  ponds  for  wildlife  we  are 
sending  you  with  this  Letter  shows  some  of  the  opportunities  for  cooperation 
between  landowners  and  hunters  and  fishermen.    Your  county  ASC  office  can  show 
you  more . 

Valiant  Spirit  Passes 

With  a  great  consciousness  of  loss,  we  report  the  death  on  Wed.  of  D. 'A. 
(Andy)  Adam,  at  Bryan,  Texas,  following  a  heart  attack  a  week  earlier.  Friend 
of  hundreds  of  farm  broadcasters  and  long  an  aggressive  promoter  of  radio  and  TV 
as  avenues  of  agr.  information,  Andy  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  encourage 
RFDs.    He  attended  many  regional  and  National  NATRFD  meetings  and  regularly 
listened  to  as  many  as  he  could  pick  up.    Andy  has  been  a  Co.  Agt.  and  HQ  staff 
specialist  since  graduation  from  Texas  A&M  in  the  twenties.    From  time  to  time 
he  served  as  special  consultant  at  USDA  here.    From  '^7  to  '50  he  was  Texas 
State  Ext.  radio  specialist  and  broadcast  daily  on  the  Texas  Farm  and  Home  hour 
on  a  state  network.    He  has  managed  Tex.  visits  of  thousands  of  foreign  visitors, 
and  last  year  spent  a  few  months  working  with  ICA,  in  Turkey.    Though  for  many 
years  a  constant  sufferer  from  arthritis,  Andy  won  admiration  far  and  near  for 
his  drive,  initiative  and  organizing  ability.    His  wife  and  childhood  sweetheart, 
Lois,  survives. 
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Hogs  Transmit  Heart  Condition  by  Radio 

Tuesday  our  USDA  engineers  told  the  winter  meeting  of  the  Institute  of 
Radio  Engineers  in  New  York  City  how  we've  managed  to  make  hogs  and  other  farm 
animals  report  their  own  pulse  readings  by  radio.    The  engineers  strap  a  miniature 
FM  battery-powered  transmitter  to  the  back  of  the  hog.    The  receiver  is  a  crude 
form  of  electrocardiograph  to  record  the  heart-beat.     The  hope  this  radio-recording 
device  will  pro-wide  the  vets  with  as  much  information  about  what's  going  on  inside 
the  animal  as  its  more  refined  counterpart  does  for  the  MD's.     Station  HCG  has 
a  range  of  150  feet  and  works  fine  as  long  as  the  animal  behaves  with  becoming 
dignity.     If  the  mobile  transmitter  gets  too  frisky  the  heart  signal  goes  off 
the  air . 

New  Weapons  to  Fight  Insects 

In  this  world  struggle  between  insects  and  humans,  the  insects  just  don't 
view  things  in  the  same  light  we  do-     For  example,  insects  seem  especially  attrac- 
ted by  so-called  'black'  light,  we  can  scarcely  detect.     Entomologists  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  difference  and  designed  blacklight  fluorescent  lamps  for  use  in 
survey  traps  to  detect  the  presence  of  crop  pests  to  find  the  best  time  to  start 
control.     Lack  of  electric  power  often  limits  use  of  the  traps.     Batteries  are 
too  short-lived.    Now  the  scientists  figure  cheap  small  wind-driven  generators 
may  be  the  answer ... .Federal- State  corn-borer  specialists  have  managed  to  get 
good  results  in  experiments  in  waging  biological  warfare  against  the  borers  by 
dusting  and  spreading  on  growing  corn  a  mixture  containing  bacteria  which  produce 
a  disease  in  the  borers.     A  fungus  desease  of  borers  has  also  been  used  success- 
fully in  the  same  way.     In  the  meantime,  Federal > State  entomologists  and  plant 
breeders  in  the  North  Central  States  are  cooperating  in  a  broad  search  for  borer- 
resistance  in  corn.    The  plant  breeders  develop  the  corn  varieties.     The  entomolo- 
gists test  the  different  stages  of  borers  on  them. 

Northwest  NATRFD  Plans  Research  Huddle 

At  their  Spring  meeting,  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Pacific  NW  NATRFD  fixed 
Mid-July  for  the  annual  summer  meeting,  maybe  a  one-day  subject  matter  conference 
on  new  phases  of  agricultural  research  and  the  latest  in  farming  practices, 
possibly  at  a  land  grant  college.     Regional  chairman  is  Ivan  Jones,  KGW,  Portland, 
Sec'y-Treas.  Bill  Smith,  KOAC,  Oregon  State  College,  correspondent  Wallace 
Kedderly . 

Step-Up  in  Electric  System  Building  

Administrator  Hami.l  has  called  on  the  1,572  REA  electric  and  telephone 
borrowers  to  speed  up  needed  construction  and  the  buying  of  needed  materials  and 
equipment,  as  an  aid  to  the  economy.    He  suggested  project  construction,  improve- 
ments in  the  system,  buying  of  office,  transportation  and  work  equipment,  building 
headquarters,  warehouse  and  other  facilities,  as  well  as  right  of  way  and 
maintenance  work.     Forty-six  States,  Alaska,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands 
have  rural  electric  and  telephone  systems  financed  by  REA.     Adm'r  Hamil  issued  his 
request  following  a  suggestion  of  President  Eisenhower  to  Secretary  Benson  that 
borrowers  be  encouraged  to  expedite  the  start  of  new  construction.    Adm'r  Hamil 
advised  the  co-ops  that  any  speed-up  action  at  this  time,  in  keeping  with  their 
needs,  will  contribute  to  the  economy. 
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Net  Offerings  Week  of  March  31-April  5 

"Special  Program  of  Easter  Music"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over 
NBC,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST,  Sat.  April  5- 

"What  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  is  Doing"  with  Harold  Vogel, 
FAS,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  April  5* 

"Seed  Control  Act"  -  Its  meaning  in  "better  seed,  as  shown  in  7  pictures, 
in  USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  April  3* 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  as  usual  9:30-9:^5  Sat.  am,  April  5. 
"Washington  Farm  Report  "by  Pvichard  Harkness"  as  locally  listed  Mon.-Fri. 

"The  Psychology  of  Eating"  with  Dr.  Evelyn  Spindler,  Ext.  Nutritionist,  on 
the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABNetwork,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.,  Sat.  April  5« 

Ag.  Concentrates  for  Your  Tapes 

32Q38    "Latest  on  the  Great  Plains  Program"-  Ass't  Adm'r  Cyril  Luker,  SCS, 

reports  what  it  will  do.  TIME:  2:0^ 

33Q38    "Pigs  and  Price  Prospects"  -  viewed  by  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS,  TIME:  2:11 

3UQ38    "More  Farm  Housing  Loan  Help"  -  Jack  Towers  asks  FHA  Adm'r  Kermit  Hansen 
about  the  recent  expansion  of  USDA  loan  programs.  TIME:  3:27 

West  is  East,  and  East  is  East 

We've  "been  happy  hosts  to  some  broadcasting  luminaries  from  near  and  far. 

First,  W.  H.  (Bill)  Adams  flew  in  from  San  Francisco  for  a  Monday  morning 
recording  date  with  Secretary  Benson,  then  some  taping  of  other  Department  brass 
and  further  visitation  around,  the  town.     Bill  does  a  semi-weekly  quarter-hour 
farm  show  called  the  Shell  Farm  Tour,  taped  on  17  stations  in  five  western 
states.    Farm  visits  are  a  big  part  of  his  programs.    Until  January  1,  he 
handled  the  California  Farm  Bureau  broadcasts  on  a  fleck  of  stations,  which 
chore  has  now  been  taken  over  by  Al  Tiffany,  one-time  WLS  Chicago,  farm  man. 

Then  on  Tuesday,  NATEFD  president  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  arrived  to 
attend  the  President's  Conference  on  Occupational  Safety,  and  informal  meetings 
with  other  Washingtonians  on  NATEFD  business. 

Merrill  Langfitt,  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  who  was  in  last  week  to  testify  on 
weather  modification  before  a  Congressional  Subcommittee,  also  managed  to  make 
some  tapes  on  'The  Hill'  as  well  as  around  the  Department,  and  interviewed  Sec'y 
Benson.     Glad  to  have  had  you  aboard,  men. 

Paul  Vogel,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ,  reports  he  is  running  the  film  from 
here  about  the  Great  Plains  program.     He  recently  went  all  out  for  h-E  Week, 
and  on  FB  Day  did  two  programs  plus  about  ho  announcements.    At  his  request,  Gov. 
Blair  of  Missouri  issued  proclamations  for  both  h-E  Week  and  FB  Day. 

Sincerely, 


Radio  8j  Television  Service 


